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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANILA 12822 170704Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 ONY-OO /025 W 

062433 170705Z/21 

P 170545Z AUG 77 

FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3825 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 12822 

FOR EA ONLY 
FOR HOLBROOKE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, ECON, EGEN, ASEAN 
SUBJECT: US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS 

REF: (A) SINGAPORE 3438; (B) MANILA 12731 

1 . WE SHARE JOHN HOLDBRIDGE'S CONCERN ABOUT THE BREVITY 

OF UNDER SECRETARY COOPER'S PROPOSED PRESENCE AT THE US-ASEAN 
CONSULTATIONS (REF A). TO OUR MIND THE ATMOSPHERICS OF THE US- 
ASEAN MEETING WILL BE OF EQUAL IF NOT OF GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN THE 
SUBSTANCE. I BELIEVE THAT COOPER'S PRESENCE FOR ALL OR MOST 
OF THE MEETING WOULD HELP DEMONSTRATE THAT WE ARE TAKING ASEAN 
SERIOUSLY AND THIS NEW LIAISON OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT. I APPRECIATE 
THAT YOU ARE UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE OF THE 
FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS. NONETHELESS I THOUGHT 
THAT THE VIEW FROM HERE MIGHT BE USEFUL TO YOU. 

PERHAPS IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO PERSUADE COOPER TO SPEND AT LEAST 
TWO FULL DAYS HERE? 

2. PLEASE NOTE EA ONLY CAPTION. 

STULL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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